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Press release  
 

Asian Arts auction 

April 12, 2023 Tajan 
 
 

PARIS – On the occasion of our beautiful auction of Asian Arts organized on April 12, discover a 
preview of some pieces that will be offered for sale: 
 
 
 
 

              

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIX-LEAF BYOBU SCREEN  
in ink, polychromy and gilding on paper,  
decorated with court scenes of the heian period.  
Beautiful composition of the decoration by 
alternating gold clouds and polychrome scenes. 
(Some small scratches and dents). 
Japan, Meiji period (1868-1912). 
 
2 500 / 4 000€ 
 
 
 

LARGE PAINTING 
in polychrome on canvas on a blue background, 
representing a Buddhist triad, with the Buddha 
Amitabha  
seated in meditation on a lotus, hands in vitarka  
mudra, surrounded by two bodhisattvas, one holding 
a scepter, the other a lotus, and several sages of 
the Tao. (Wear and accidents; framed).  
Korea, 19th century. 
 
1 500 / 2 000 € 
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BRUSH 
in red cinnabar lacquer, carved with a scene of 
two dragons submerging waves chasing the 
flaming pearl among clouds. The upper part 
decorated with lotus, an apocryphal mark of 'Da 
Ming Wan Li Yi Wei Nian Zhi' on top. 
China. 
 
8 000 /12 000 € 
 
 

 

CHÛJÔ MASK 
in light wood painted in light bistre. Face in regular 
oval, smooth, with almost effaced features. Fleshy 
nose, with swollen and spread nostrils; open mouth, 
thin, with lips underlined with red, showing an upper 
row of black teeth. A negative engraved signature of 
'sugame' on the back of the mask. 
Japan, Edo period. 
DIM. 20,5 X 13,3 CM (8 1/16 X 5 1/4 IN.) 
 
NOTE 
A Chûjô mask representing a young man of the 
aristocracy of the classical Heian period (VIII - XII 
centuries). He is recognizable by his raised eyebrows, 
slightly frowned, which express a deep sadness. This 
affected melancholy is often used to embody the 
drama of Prince Genji in the Tale of Genji, or that of a 
young warrior who appears to his widow in a dream 
and tells her about his drowning, at the time of the 
fall of the Heike clan. 
 
800 / 1 200 € 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tajan.com/


37 rue des Mathurins, 75008 Paris +33 1 53 30 30 30 
www.tajan.com 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HINENO-ZUNARI KABUTO TYPE HELMET 
made of sabinuri lacquered iron, consisting of five 
flat plates, one forming the red lacquered visor on 
the reverse side, enhanced by a gilded metal 
maedate depicting a closed moon; fitted with a 
hineno-shikoro (neck guard) with five brown 
lacquered blades joined by dark blue sugake-odoshi 
lacing, two small fukigaeshi enhancing the ends of 
the upper blade. 
Japan, Edo period, 18th century. 
HEIGHT. 14 CM (5 1/2 IN.) - WIDTH 21,4 CM (8 7/16 
IN.) - DEPTH. 25,7 CM (10 1/8 IN.) 
 
1 500 / 2 500 € 
 
 
 

MENPÔ 
in natural iron of the Ressei type, Etchu-bo style, 
with a thick moustache, removable nose, face 
highlighted with yasurime, parallel stripes slightly 
incised, red lacquered reverse side; the yodarekake 
with four black lacquered strips, in kittsukozane, 
laced together in blue kebiki-odoshi.  
Japan, Iwai school, early Edo period, 17th century. 
HEIGHT. TOTAL : 23,2 CM (9 1/8 IN.) - MAX. MAX. : 
18 CM (7 1/16 IN.) 
 
NOTE 
The term Etchu-bo comes from the honorary title 
"Etchu no Kami" attributed to Hosokawa Tadaoki 
Sansai (1564-1645), a famous samurai famous for 
wearing this type of mask. 
This style was one of the specialties of the great 
blacksmith Iwai Yozaemon, who lived towards the 
end of the Momoyama period and at the beginning 
of the Edo period (end of the 16th century and 
beginning of the 17th century), and founded the 
Iwai school, one of the oldest schools of armorers. 
Noticed by Tokugawa Ieyasu, who became later the 
first shogun of Togugawa, Yozaemon was elevated 
to the rank of chief gunsmith of Bakufu (shogunal 
government). 
 
2 000 / 3 000 € 
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VERTICAL PLATE - CHINA 
in porcelain and Famille Rose enamels, 
representing General Guanyu and Zhangfei 
meeting a dragon. 
China, late 19th century. 
 
800 / 1200 € 
 
 

 
 
 

CYLINDRICAL PENCIL HOLDER - Korea 
in celadon white enamelled porcelain, with 
openwork honeycomb decoration, on a high and 
slightly flared heel.  
Korea, Choseon period, 19th century. 
 
NOTE 
Similar object in the collection of the National 
Museum of Asian Art, Smithsonian Institute, 
reference F1991.83 
 
1 500 / 2 500 € 
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PEBBLES 
Pebble in white jade veined with brown, 
representing two children holding a branch of 
lingzhi mushroom, under the glance of a 
tabby cat and a bird. 
Transformed into a pendant. 
China, 20th century 
 
1 000 / 1 200 € 
 

 

LARGE HORIZONTAL PAINTING 
In ink and polychrome on paper, 
representing Indra, king of the gods 
assembled with ten protective deities. 
Korea, 19th century. 
 
NOTE 
Similar iconography, National Collection of 
the Korean Museum, reference sinsu 14115 
 
1 000 / 1 500 € 
 

http://www.tajan.com/


37 rue des Mathurins, 75008 Paris +33 1 53 30 30 30 
www.tajan.com 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

AUCTION’S INFORMATIONS 

 

Asian Arts 
April 12, 2023 at 2 pm CET 

Tajan, 37 rue des Mathurins 
75008 Paris 
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Press and Communication Department 

T. +33 1 53 30 30 68 
demiramon-a@tajan.com 

Tajan 
37, rue des Mathurins, 75008 Paris 

Déborah Teboul 
Director of the Asian Art Department 

T. +33 1 53 30 30 57 
teboul-d@tajan.com 

Wei Wang 
Specialist 

T. +33 1 53 30 30 65 
wang-g@tajan.com 
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